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A Nazi Travels to Palestine
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Edwin Black, The Transfer Agreement: The Dramatic Story of the Pact Between the
Third Reich and Jewish Palestine (Dialog Press, November 30, 2012, USA)

p. 174: “..[starting in] April 1933...Zionists enjoyed a visibly protected political status in
Germany. ...[Since] the Reichstag fire of February 27...most non-Nazi political organizations
and suspect newspapers were dissolved. ..The exceptions included Juedische
Rundschau...and several other Jewish publications...[and] Juedische Rundschau was
allowed comparative press freedoms [compared even with the ‘Aryan’ publications]. ...[Later,
in] 1935 uniforms for Zionist youth corps were permitted -- the only non-Nazi uniform
allowed in Germany. When [with] the Nuremberg Laws in late 1935...it became illegal for
Jews to raise the German flag..., the same law stipulated that German Jewry could raise the
Star of David-emblazoned Zionist flag.”[160]

Verbovszky, “Leopold Von Mildenstein and the Jewish Question”

P. 6: The Holocaust did not have to happen. Prior to the Nazis' decision to pursue genocide,
they considered alternative solutions to the so-called Jewish Question. Notable among those
alternative solutions was an attempt, in cooperation with Zionist officials, to encourage
German Jews to emigrate to Palestine. This plan originated in Abteilung 112/11, the Jewish
department (Judenreferat), of the Security Service or SD (Sicherheitsdienst), the intelligence
agency of the Nazi SS (Schutzstaffel). Later, Abteiling 112/11 merged with a similar unit in
the Gestapo, and this combined unit, led by Adolf Eichmann, had principal responsibility for
coordinating and organizing the destruction of European Jewry. Before Eichmann, however,
the SD Judenreferat was founded by a different man with a much different mission. Leopold
von Mildenstein, SS officer and Nazi journalist, founded the Judenreferat in 1935 in order to
promote Zionist emigration from Germany to Palestine as the definitive solution to the Jewish
Question. However, his Zionism was contingent upon the movement’s success in removing
Jews from Germany. When domestic and international factors made such emigration
impossible, Mildenstein left the SD and joined the Propaganda Ministry where, as chief of the
Near East division of propaganda, he worked to undermine his former policies and incited
Arab violence against Jews in Palestine.

PP. 7-8: Although a Nazi, he took a profound interest in Zionism and frequently attended
Zionist conferences. He began to see Zionism as the answer to the Nazis’ desire to force Jews
out of Germany.

From September 27 to October 9, 1934, Der Angriff, the major Nazi newspaper in Berlin,
published a series of articles written by Mildenstein entitled “A Nazi Travels to Palestine.”
The articles described Mildenstein’s trip to Palestine in 1933 and his observations of Jewish
settlement activity. The article series was not just a travelogue meant to entertain the
Angriff’s readership but also a position paper in which Mildenstein laid out a forceful
argument for the use of Zionist emigration to Palestine as a solution to the Jewish Question.
The position outlined by Mildenstein’s articles resonated with Reinhard Heydrich, the chief of
the SD, who sought to make his organization the only security/intelligence apparatus in
Hitler’s new Germany. In Mildenstein, he saw a man who could help him accomplish this
goal by giving the SD the solution to the Jewish Question. In the summer of 1935, Heydrich
put Mildenstein in charge of the Judenreferat, where he worked energetically for the next year
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to increase Jewish emigration from Germany. He based his tactics upon his earlier experience,
and he continued to attend Zionist conferences. He advocated policies that favored Zionist
activities while severely inhibiting those of assimilationist organizations.

P. 15: In the spring of 1933, around the same time the ZVfD was beginning to negotiate with
the Nazi government, a member of ZVfD, Kurt Tuchler, made an unlikely friend in Leopold
von Mildenstein. Mildenstein was an SS officer and journalist who had been frequenting
some of the Zionist conventions.31 He was an avid traveler and a correspondent for the
Berliner Borsenzeitung, a financial newspaper in Berlin.32 According to Heinz Hohne,
Mildenstein was friendly with a number of Zionist leaders and, at one of their conferences,
became convinced that the solution to the Jewish Question lay in emigration.33

Polkehn, “The Secret Contacts: Zionism and Nazi Germany, 1933-1941”

P. 57: The Gerrnan fascists welcomed the conceptions of the Zionists, with Alfred Rosenberg,
the chief ideologue of the Nazi party, writing: "Zionisrn must be vigorously supported so that
a certain nurnber of Gerrnan Jews is transported annually to Pales- tine or at least rnade to
leave the country.” 11 With an eye on such statements, Hans Lamm [prominent German
Jewish journalist] later wrote: "..it is indisputable that during the first stages of their Jewish
policy, the National Socialists thought it proper to adopt a pro-Zionist attitude."

Nicosia, Zionism and Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany

P. 123: In 1935 and 1937, the SD sent observers to the 19" and 20" Zionist Congresses in
Lucerne and Zurich, respectively. Leopold von Mildenstein, who, until his resignation from
the SD-Hauptamt in 1936, was a forceful advocate of using Zionism to resolve Germany’s
Jewish question, attended the Lucerne conference in 1935, while Adolf Eichmann of SD-Amt
I1-112 attended the conference in Zurich two years later.
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Der Spiegel, Issue No. 52, December 19, 1966

Verbovszky, Joseph, “Leopold Von Mildenstein and the Jewish Question,” Case Western
Reserve University, May 2013

The Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale fur politische Bildung/bpb)

Polkehn, Klaus, “The Secret Contacts: Zionism and Nazi Germany, 1933-1941,” Journal of
Palestine Studies, Vol. 5, No. 3/4 (Spring - Summer, 1976), pp. 54-82, Published by:
University of California Press on behalf of the Institute for Palestine Studies,
https://www.]stor.org/stable/2536016.

Nicosia, Francis R., Zionism and Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany, 1% ed. (U.S., Cambridge
University Press; 1 edition, May 5, 2008).
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Altruistic World Online Library
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Oranim, Ro, “Who Was the Nazi Guest at a House Party in Jerusalem in 1933?”, Israel
Library, https://blog.nli.org.il/en/moshe yaakov_ben_gavriel/.

Der Spiegel, Der Orden unter dem Totenkopf (The Order under the skull), (Issue No. 52,
December 19, 1966), https://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/print/d-46415601.html.

Wikipedia, Leopold  von Mildenstein,  Altruistic  World  Online  Library,
https://survivorbb.rapeutation.com/viewtopic.php?f=60&t=3605.

Meier, Axel, Die Artikelserie "Ein Nazi fahrt nach Paldstina™ (The series "A Nazi goes to
Palestine™), The Federal Agency for Civic Education,
https://www.bpb.de/geschichte/nationalsozialismus/die-wohnung/195248/die-artikelserie-ein-
nazi-faehrt-nach-palaestina.

Gil-White, Francisco, “The Problem of Jewish Self-Defense,” An HIR Series, Historical and
Investigative Research (06 May 2006), http://www.hirhome.com/israel/leaders0.htm.
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